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Introduction

ClipSmart Pro is a player application for the Omneon video server, offering some basic
clip management enabling users to quickly form up and play a collection of clips in the
minimum time possible.

Principle features of ClipSmart are

Local caching of clip directory information. This is especially relevant if all the
clips are held in one large directory (required by some automation schemes).

Favourite Clips. Users can form up groups of ‘favourite clips’. These can be
sequences, emergency holders, standby promotions, etc.

Schedule Import. Import a schedule and play breaks one at a time. This feature
especially useful for disaster recovery scenarios where automation has gone
offline.

Intelligent handles. Used where clips have been ingested with varying lengths of
clock and no specific In-point is stored with the clip (in-points stored in external
automation database). In-point decided by the program according to where the
source was recorded from (depends upon IMD/Adstream suffixes appended to
essence). This can be overridden by the operator prior to transmission.

Extensive Drag & Drop functionality.
Router Control (option). With the addition of the router control tab, the application

becomes a mini-automation system and capable of running a basic transmission
service. (disaster recovery scenarios)
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Installation

Download the latest installation file from http://www.maintech.co.uk/clipsmart.html

Save the file to disk on the target machine.

double-click on the installer and follow the instructions — this will install a 30 day full-
functionality trial on the target machine if not previously installed.

If you are upgrading to a newer version, uninstall the previous version first. (this will not
erase your user config, clip database or license validation). To do this, go to Control
Panel | Add/Remove Programs and uninstall ClipSmart.

License installation

If you are evaluating ClipSmart, skip forward to page 5 — Setup.

On purchasing ClipSmart, one or more licenses will be supplied. Each machine requires
its own license which must then be validated.

If your trial period has ended, you will see the following dialog when attempting to run
ClipSmart and you will not be able to enter the program.

i -

Thank you for evaluating ClipSmart.  To continue your evaluation please click the
"Continue Evaluation™ button.

Your evaluation period has expired

Install License Bt

Click on Install License.

Enter the full supplied license key (12 groups of four characters complete with hyphens,
eg. WW32-RT56- etc) and click on Install .
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* Install ClipSmart License

To install a new license, enter the license key you received on purchasing the product and click the Install button. The
Save and Load License buttons can be used to save/restore the installed license to a file for backup.

License Key | | —
License Status |Nu Licensze Installed |

Computer ID m |
.'-E-% LICENSE Jninstall Lcense

If the pc has direct access to the internet, validation will occur with our servers and your
application will be fully enabled.

If no internet access is available and the process fails, then you will be given the option
of saving the validation data to disk.

You should then email this text file to validations@maintech.tv

We will generate a corresponding encrypted license and send it back as an attachment.

Save this to disk, then use the Load License button above to navigate to and load the
encrypted license.

“g Install ClipSmart License

To install a new license, enter the license key you received on purchasing the product and click the Install button. The
Save and Load License buttons can be used to save/restore the installed license to a file for backup.

License Key | | TE
License Status ||Jcense Installed |
Computer D |.ﬂ'd_q.Ell'[HT |

[ Load License ][ Save License ][ Uninstall License

When successfully loaded, the License Status field will display “License Installed” as
above. It is recommended that you use the Save License feature to make a backup of
your license. Finally, click on Close to run up the main application.
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Set-Up

On opening ClipSmart for the first time, the following dialog will be shown.

[ Choose Director and Player

= Director Player

|Ofﬂine L | |Ofﬂine L

[] Dent ask me this again

Choose Offline for the director and Offline for the Player for the moment and click on
OK. You will be presented with the main screen as below.

ClipSmart

Fle Edt Hep
Schedule hbrary\ Ofﬂ | ne Favourtes
23 5G080S01.05C 3 IDENTS
Copy Number Title In-point Duration 3 EMERGENCY

23 BUMPERS

- No media loaded -- _ e

REW PLAY FFW PAUSE STOP

EJECT Cue — Timeline —
I

remaining

ready
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To set up the IP Addresses for the omneon server. Click on Edit | Settings to get the
screen shown below.

Config

Director 1/2 | Director 3 / 4 | General |

Director 1

Dir1 Control IP | 10.80.26.92
Dir1 File Data IF (10.80.29.73

Omneon Clip Path |;‘fs[h’u:lip.u:|ir

Director 2

Dir2 Control 1P {10.80.26.94
Dir2 File Data 1P |10.80.29.73

Omneon Clip Path |;‘fs[h’u:lip.u:|ir

Save

Cancel

ClipSmart can hold the details of up to four Media directors

Enter the IP Addresses and clip paths.

When done, do not click on Save — Instead, click on the General Tab.
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Config

Director 1/ 2 | Director 3/4 | General | Rules

Default Scheduls Path | \temp1 ()

System Frame Rate |25fps ~

Show Server Choice on Start-up

[] Update Database on Start-up

Save

Cancel

Change the default path to the automation schedule if required. (Omnibus format
supported)

You should close the program down and re-start to ensure that all settings are updated.

Show Server Choice on Startup displays the choice of media directors and players
attached to each. If you always connect to the same player, you can select Do not show
this again on the startup screen (p.7).

Update Database on Startup forces an immediate refresh of the cached clip database
against the selected media director (recommended) — this will take several seconds
depending on the size of the clip directory. The status bar at the bottom left of the main
screen displays progress of the update and the final number of clips detected.
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Rules

In-point and duration can be overridden by a rule.

Three in-point overrides give the choice of looking for a match at the beginning of, at the
end of or contained within either the essence filename or the wrapper clip name.

Note that wrapper is evaluated without file suffix (eg. .mov) whereas essence is
evaluated with suffix (e.g. .mpg) . This becomes relevant if using the ‘ends with’ search
rule.

The first rule in each section (in-point & duration) to be satisfied is used and further rules
are not checked down the list.

O 2009 Maintech Communications v1.0.0 page8



Clipsmart Pro

Operation
On program start-up, the Choose Director and Player dialog is shown as below.

When a director is selected from the left hand drop down box, the list of players for that
director will be shown in the right hand box.

If no players are shown, then either the IP address has been incorrectly entered, or there
is a network issue.

Select the director and player, then click on OK — the main screen will then appear.

If the ‘Don’t ask me this again’ box is checked, then the last selected Director and Player
will be loaded up without prompt when the program is next started.
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The name of the online Player will appear at the top centre in Bold if it is online and
available, and greyed out if there is a connectivity problem.

On Start-up, the program will interrogate the omneon clip directory and update the local
database (if enabled in options ).

The status bar in the lower left of the screen displays progress and eventual number of
clips found.

Functional areas
ClipSmart is divided up into several functional areas.

Schedule view
Library view
Timeline view
Favourites view
Transport panel.
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Schedule View

ClipSmart will import an automation playout schedule and form a tree of all the available
breaks and clips. (Currently only Omnibus schedule format is supported)

File | Load Schedule File - opens up the file load dialog.

Navigate to the schedule and click on OK.

The schedule will load into a tree diagram with each distinct break shown.

Breaks that contain missing clips (not yet ingested) will be highlighted in yellow.
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Schedules can also be created manually .

Right clicking in the Schedule view brings up the above sub-menu.

From here, you can clear the entire schedule, build sequences and fill them with clips.
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Library View

The library tab shows all the clips within the directory for the currently selected media
director.

There is a search field at the bottom of this view and typing a partial clipname into it will
navigate to the relevant portion of the library

Items can be dragged from this view directly onto the timeline, or into the favourites
section.
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Timeline View

The timeline view shows what is on the selected player’s timeline.

The mounted In point and duration for each clip is also shown — this may be set into the
clip to avoid clocks and freezes and is editable for each clip.

The Title field is not stored on the omneon, but is held within a local clip database.

Clip titles are updated when a schedule with title information is loaded, or the titles can
be edited manually and again held within the local clip database.

Clips may be dragged onto the timeline into any position from any of the clip view panes.

Clips may also be re-arranged within the timeline by dragging a clip to another position —
the clip will always be dropped immediately prior to the clip you have dragged it on top of.

These functions may be carried out even when the timeline is playing.
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Adjustment of In-point

Double-click on an In-point. The box will turn yellow, indicating it is ready for edit.

Type in a new value and hit <return>. You will be asked if this is to be a permanent
change.

If you confirm, the clip database will be amended and all future loads of this clip will use
the amended value — otherwise only the loaded instance will be affected.

Duration editing works in exactly the same fashion.

The title field is also editable as below.

A right-click on any item in the playlist will give a context-sensitive menu as below.

Highlighting a clip and hitting the <delete> key will also remove the clip from the timeline.
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Favourites View

The Favourites section on the right-hand side of the display gives a useful area to keep
frequently used or useful clips.

A right-click context menu gives the opportunity of creating new categories to keep clips
in. Clips can be dragged from the Schedule area or the Library area.

From the favourites section, individual clips can be dragged onto the Playlist.

Dragging an entire category is possible and all the clips in that category will fill the
playlist, replacing any clips that were previously there.

Transport Functions
With the timeline view empty, all transport buttons in the transport view will be inactive.

When the timeline contains one or more items, the Eject and Cue buttons become active
and the Status window will show ‘Standby OFF'.

The omneon is not ready to play in this state, requiring the timeline to be Cued.
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Pressing the CUE button readies up the timeline to the first frame of the first clip.

The Status display will read as above and all the transport buttons will become active.

Pressing PLAY will start the timeline rolling.

Note that the Status window now shows the name of the clip currently playing, along with
a bar graph showing progress within the clip.

To the far right are two time windows showing elapsed time from the start of the timeline,
and remaining time till the end of the timeline.

The timeline can be shuttled through in either direction by clicking on REW or FFW. One
click sets the motion at X3, and a further click sets it at X5. Clicking PLAY or PAUSE
exits the shuttle mode.

EJECT ejects all clips from the timeline.
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Loop Function

A timeline can be made to loop endlessly by checking the loop box to the right of the
STOP button.

Load up some clips on the timeline
Check the Loop box

Click on Cue
Hit Play

The timeline will loop until the STOP key is pressed.

Pressing the STOP key also exits loop mode and un-checks the loop box.
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Maintech Communications

Website: http://www.maintech.co.uk
Email: support@maintech.co.uk
Fax: 0709 222 6426

Tel: 07545 899 836
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